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Kevin Vestel of Membership, District Governor April Beston, Chief Valadas of the LPD, with Tony Sanches of Pioneer Valley

Credit Union.

Rotary Club recognizes Chief Valadas
with ‘Service Above Self’ award

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW - The Rotary
Club of Ludlow, which met
at Mill’s Tavern & Grille
last Wednesday, wanted to
surprise Chief Valadas of
the Ludlow Police Depart-
ment with a special rec-
ognition before his retire-
ment. Honoring him at their
meeting, Valadas walked
in thinking it was a regular
introduction where he was
asked to speak about the
new member Joanna and
background on his involve-

ment within the community.

Upon entering the event
space, Valadas was joined
by a few members of the
LPD, his family, and was
very surprised to learn of
the award given to him and
the actual reasoning of him
being in attendance. Valadas
was described as having a
lengthy and distinguished
career, with many sharing
the same sad feelings learn-
ing about his retirement
from the LPD, everyone
shared deep gratitude and

Please see W-“.ADAS,
Page 5
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Chief Valadas and Kevin Vestel with the chief’s award
presented to him during the ‘surprise’ meeting.
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Board signs letter
supporting commission
expansion

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson @ turley.com

LUDLOW - The Ludlow
Select Board has voted to
support expanding the Board
of Directors for the Spring-
field Water and Sewer Com-
mission.

At its July 22 meeting,
the board discussed signing a
letter of support for the board
expansion. Chairperson Man-
uel Silva began, “T had a long
conversation with State Rep-
resentative Aaron Saunders

and asked me if there was
something that I'd be willing
to support, and I said certain-
ly. But now that it’s here, I
don’t see any reason not to.”

Vice Chairperson William
Rosenblum commented that
Saunders reached out to him
as well, “This is something
we discussed in prior meet-
ings so I'm fully in support
of it.”

The Select Board signed
and voted in favor of the sup-

Please see LETTEH,
Page 5

Soccer field could be
renamed for local contributor

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW - The Select
Board responded to a letter
submitted by Vice Chairper-
son William Rosenblum, as
a citizen, requesting to have
the soccer field renamed as
Antonio Tony Goncalves, in
memory of the past Select-
man.

Rosenblum began, “I took
it on more as a citizen and as
a friend to Tony, because he
impacted my life very much.
So, I reached out to Superin-
tendent Dr. Tiano, and I no-
tified the Select Board that I
feel due to his contributions,
not just as a selectman but
his contributions over the

course of the business in 40
years to me, warrants a re-
membrance. His fundraising
for Luso, Saint John the Bap-
tist Golf Tournament for the
school, the Night in Portu-
gal Scholarship Committee,
Ludlow Cares Coalition, the
Planning Board, in 1984 he
created the zoning bylaws
for this town. Ideal Insurance
and Realty, and even Pond-
view Manor over across from
an Ideal Lane that was a de-
velopment that he did with
some other people in town.
But probably even more so
and why I said the soccer
field is because of his affinity
for soccer and his support for

Please sce SOCCER
FIELD, Page 5

Select Board discusses
Eversource delivery increased rates

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson @ turley.com

LUDLOW - On July
22, Eversource submitted
a letter to the Select Board
informing them about in-
creased delivery rates from
the DPU (Department of
Public Utilities), who ap-
proved an approximate in-
crease of 4% to 9% to rates
for the delivery portion of

the electric bills. Mem-
ber James Gennette first
commented saying, “This

is horrible timing because
of Ludlow Power Choice
coming out, people are still
having a hard time digest-
ing that there’s a difference

between your power supply
(Ludlow Power Choice) and
your delivery (Eversource);
the power lines to your
house. They are two sepa-
rate things. This increase is
Eversource, National Grid,
all the delivery companies
which are private, they’re
businesses, that are going up
in their prices from four to
nine percent in their rates of
delivery. This has nothing to
do with power choice. This
is regulated by the state,
that’s what the DPU is, and
all the other providers can-
not go up in their increas-
es without state approval.
That’s what this is, the state
approved Eversource, Na-
tional Grid, and all the com-

panies to go up these per-
centages on their delivery
rate. It is not going to have
any effect on your supply
rate.”

Vice Chairperson Wil-
liam Rosenblum commented
suggesting residents visit the
Eversource website and do a
mock bill, where it states at
the top ‘Name of Supplier’.
To clarify, the usage and the
supplier is where residents
can control that portion of
the bill, everything below
you don’t control.

“We can reiterate this
at every meeting that the
Ludlow Power Choice is

Please see SELECT
BOARD, Page 5

Elks Lodge honors Polish American Veterans

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW - On July
22, the weekly cruise nights
at the Elks Lodge honored
Polish American Veterans
and Commander of the Pol-
ish American Veterans Paul
Chrzan of the Elks spoke
about the significance and
importance of the night. Af-
ter commenting about the
great weather, the Elks had
to host the cruise night, after
a couple of weeks with bad
weather, Chrzan continued.

“Tonight, the sponsor is
the Polish American Veter-
ans Club of Wilbraham, In-
dian Orchard, and Ludlow.

Please see VETERANS,
Page 6
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Commander of the Polish American Veterans Club Paul
Chrzan of the Elks alongside Past President of the Ludlow
Elks and Member of the PAV of Wilbraham Stanley Halgas.

Way Finders celebrates completion of Greenstead Grove with ribbon cutting

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW - On July 18,
Way Finders celebrated and
cheered on the completion
of Greenstead Grove apart-
ments with a ribbon cutting,
speeches and certification
presentations, followed by
select tours of the apartment
units. Across the street from
Harris Brook Elementary,
Greenstead Grove located at
188 Fuller St. reflects Way
Finders’ push to increase af-
fordable housing in suburban
areas.

Way Finders worked with
General Contractor Alle-
grone Companies and Dietz

& Company Architects on
the townhouse-style apart-
ments, including one, two,
and three-bedroom apart-
ments, with three apartments
being fully accessible and
three equipped for those with
sensory (hearing and visual)
impairments. The site has a
total of 43 units, ample off-
street parking, Way Finders’
on-site  property manage-
ment and resident services
separate on-site community
building, and an affordable
commitment mission to the
community. Way Finders is
a nonprofit community de-
velopment corporation that
builds and advocates for
thriving communities by
strengthening housing op-

Turley photo by Amanda Munson

The ribbon cutting with State Representative Aaron Saunders and Way Finders President and
CEO Keith Fairey, alongside State Senator Jake Oliveira, Town Administrator Marc Strange,
Select Board Member Anthony Alves and more.

tions, described as being the
largest nonprofit housing de-
veloper in the region.

Greenstead  Grove s
unique since some apart-
ments are financed with
low-income  housing  tax
credits with 16 apartments
reserved for households at
or below 30% area median
income and 27 apartments
reserved for households at or
below 60% area median in-
come. Way Finders President
and CEO Keith Fairey began
the event with a speech ex-
plaining the journey of the
Greenstead Grove property to
the guests and attendees.

Please see WAY FINI]ERS,
Page 6
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VETERANS from Page 1

We’ve been in existence 78
years, and we had our own
post, but now we don’t any-
more. It was a World War II
organization when that start-
ed and many of the members
are no longer with us, but
the ones that are left, we try
to keep it going. One of the
highlights that we do from
the post is we have a schol-
arship fund which benefits
the young high school and
college kids in the area. We
award four $1,000 scholar-
ships every year, we do this
around Memorial Day and
the biggest thing over the
last 15 years is we have do-
nated in the vicinity $75,000
to the youth of this area. The
scholarships come out in the
spring, and you may be a re-
cipient if you’re a graduating
senior or an incoming col-
lege freshman. We’re thrilled

This truck was met with a lot of visitors curious to see more

of the vehicle’s details.

to do this!”

Under the pavilion with
the crowd of people in line
ordering food and drinks,
Chrzan was set up with Past
President of the Ludlow Elks
and Member of the PAV of
Wilbraham Stanley Halgas,
offering a raffle that is part of

the scholarship with gift cer-
tificates, lottery tickets, and
more.

When asked about why it
was important for the club to
support the youth and to con-
tinue to do so over the years,
Chrzan commented on the
importance of helping them

The cruise nights offer a variety of classic to modern vehicles every week.

get the education they want,
while acknowledging the ris-
ing cost of education.

“This is some kind of ef-
fort that they can buy things
that can help them out, like
books or material that they
don’t have to worry about.
If they win this scholarship,

it’s worthwhile. And plus,
they always remember the
veteran. The veterans support
the kids, the kids when they
grow up will remember what
the veterans meant to them.
It’s an honor and privilege
to work with everyone at the
Polish American Veterans

Club, they’re supportive and
it’s a great rewarding expe-
rience to meet everyone in
the area and throughout the
state.”

Cruise night at the Lud-
low Elks occurs every Tues-
day, for weather updates visit
Facebook.

WAY FINDERS from Page 1

“We’re now here for the
part we’ve all been waiting
for. The ribbon cutting for 43
homes, 43 places that people
will build their lives from, 43
opportunities to contribute
to the community, 43 oppor-
tunities to improve people’s
lives, 43 places where peo-
ple will find solace and peace
at the end of every day. I'm
proud of the work that we’ve
done to create this with many
of you here today. We’re cel-
ebrating the ongoing work
contributing to meeting the
needs of housing and in our
communities throughout
the region. This is about the
need we have throughout the
Commonwealth, as many of
you have heard, the Com-
monwealth’s housing chal-
lenge and housing crisis. For
our Commonwealth, 222,000
units we need to really meet
the needs and be able to kind
of compete and grow as a
Commonwealth. We have
part of that here in Western
Massachusetts and I'm glad
to say today that these 43
homes will be contributing to
that number and we hope to
do more in communities like
Ludlow across Western Mas-
sachusetts,” said Fairey.

Project Manager El-
liot Szalchetka and Senior
Project Superintendent Rob
Rosier from Allegrone Con-
struction spoke about their
experience working in con-
struction, with both agreeing
there’s always something un-
expected that pops out with
every project they’ve been
part of.

Szalchetka began,
“There’s a great crew and
team on this project. My fa-
vorite part about this project
is once you build one unit,
it’s a rinse and repeat pro-
cess, which is why we be-
came so efficient. The units
are beautiful, it’s very inclu-
sive and to be able to have
options for people is great.”

Rosier added, “We just
love to build and see things
start from nothing and see
the finished project. The big-
gest challenge is weather that

The back view of the Greenstead Grove apartment complex.

slows us down in a project.
The project will be complet-
ed for us after the ribbon
cutting in about a month.
We started this project on
May Ist of last year, so we
are running on a 15-month
construction schedule. The
three-bedroom unit is beau-
tiful and in general, all units
have a half bathroom on the
first floor and it’s beautiful.”

Under the tent in the
parking lot of the apartment
complex, the speakers in-
cluded State Senator Jake
Oliveira, State Representa-
tive Aaron Saunders, Massa-
chusetts Housing Partnership
Dana LeWinter, and Way
Finders Board Jim Broderick.
In attendance were Town Ad-
ministrator Marc Strange and
Select Board Member Antho-
ny Alves.

Oliveira  joined  with
Saunders and spoke about the
project special to both Lud-
low natives, “This project is
special because we grew up
less than half a mile down
the road from here. The site
right across the street that
was referenced earlier, our
brand-new Harris  Brook
Elementary School, that’s
where both Rep. Saunders
and I went to school. It really
goes to show a sense of com-
munity that Ludlow brings,
Rep. Saunders and I loved
growing up in this commu-
nity. We love the people that
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State Representative Aaron Saunders, Way Finders President
and GEO Keith Fairey, and State Senator Jake Oliveira with a
citation on behalf of the Massachusetts House and Senate.

Allegrone Gonstruction Project Manager Elliot Szalchetka and
Senior Project Superintendent Rob Rosier in front of one of the

open apartments ready for tours.

surround us, there is a true
sense of bringing people to-
gether regardless of back-
ground, regardless of age, re-
gardless of where you came
from, that’s what Ludlow
brings to so many families.
I’'m so pleased to be here to-
day. When Keith talks about
that housing shortage that we
have here in the Common-
wealth, we need all hands on
deck to tackle that issue. The
fastest migration out of Mas-
sachusetts are 25- to 40-year-
olds, and many of them fam-
ilies because they can’t find
affordable housing.”
Saunders was introduced
next saying, “My father was
in social service and my

mother was an educator, and
you think about that coming
out of college, first job, buy-
ing a home, that’s the oppor-
tunity that gave Jake and I
the chance to stand here to-
day. That’s the opportunity
that families today deserve
here in Ludlow and across
the Commonwealth, and it
really is a challenge ahead of
us. These 43 homes are a step
in that direction.”

On behalf of the Massa-
chusetts House and Senate,
Saunders and Oliveira con-
gratulated Greenstead Grove
and the Way Finders’ proj-
ect in recognition of the rib-
bon cutting, extending their
best wishes with a citation

At the ribbon cutting event, a couple of the apartments were
open to tour with various layouts and accessible options.

from them and the respec-
tive leaders of the chambers.
In conversation with Fairey
after the ribbon cutting, the
president and CEO shared
his work journey within the
affordable housing communi-
ty development world for 30
years and what has changed
in his line of work after the
pandemic.

“We know housing is
a need, our elected offi-
cials are talking about it and
fighting for it at every level.
That’s what really changed,
and people are recogniz-
ing the housing challenge
before us, not only here in
Western Massachusetts, but
across the Commonwealth

and the country. We're see-
ing unprecedented action
at the state level at the local
level to make projects like
this happen. We’re in a dif-
ferent place than we were in
this project that was initially
conceived back in 2015. We
try to be a good neighbor al-
ways, if their neighbor has a
concern or a challenge, we
try to adjust that effectively
to meet their needs, to keep
a peaceful and safe environ-
ment for our residents.”

If interested in getting
involved with Way Finders
initiative of bringing housing
work across the region, visit
their website for more infor-
mation. Volunteers are need-

BACKYARD from Page 4

fields. The first year I mon-
itored the park there were
149 bobolinks seen in the
largest field in August but
unfortunately the numbers
declined every subsequent
year.”
Osprey
This Brimfield resident

visits a pond in Warren of-
ten to check on an osprey
nest. He said, “The osprey
nest in Warren may have
only produced one young
this year. The nest has got-
ten bigger over the years
so I hoping that there are
more young in the nest
that have been unseen be-
cause the nest is deeper

now.”

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related ex-
perience by calling me at
413-967-3505, leaving a
message at extension 100,
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre
Gazette, PO. Box 448,
Barre, MA 01005.

SOCIAL SECURITY

from Page 4
first created their “my Social
Security” online account at
www.ssa.gov/myaccount.
Here is a video which ex-
plains the online application
process: www.ssa.gov/hlp/
video/iclaim_rO1.htm.

The Association Mature

Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes and
does not represent legal or
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association

Mature Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

Our Own
Fresh Corn

is Here!

Dickinson Farms & Greenbouse
Our Farmstand Is NOW OPEN!!

PYO BLUEBERRIES!
Zam-5pm ¢ Weather & Crops Permitting ¢ New Ludlow Road - Now Accepting Credit Cards!

Call Our Farmstand for up-to-date information 467-3794

Family Owned
& Operated

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm

Our Own Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, Squashes, Beans, Beets,
Cucumbers, Blueberries, Tomatoes, Peaches & Dill

Local Vendors: Gourmet Oils, Fresh Baked Goods, Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies, Turkey Pies,
Gibble Potato Chips, Belchertown Maple Syrup, Ice Cream Products

Check Out Our NEW LOCAL VENDORS:
Healthy Dough by Jessica, Wickedly Wild Gourmet Sauces, Beef from Cote’s Longhorn Cattle & More!
Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby

A13-dA67-3794
www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Sun. 8am-6pm

EBT In Store

Most Major
Credit Cards Accepted
Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available
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